
Things to think about… 
 

Characters : are they developed, are there too many, not enough, 
strong, weak; what would you change? How does the character 
change over the course of the book? What insights does the 
character gain? 
 
Setting: descriptive, realistic, enough information, visual 
 
Plot: developed, good conflict, good resolution, author’s point, occur 
early/late in the story, action, creative 
 
Language: sentence length, dialogue, sentence structure, grammar, silver dollar 
words, descriptive; Notice beautiful sentences/passages and comment on 
them.  
 
Perspective/point of view 
 
How does the book: 

Relate to you 
Relate to other books 
Relate to the world 

 
Is the conflict: 

Person vs self 
Person vs person 
Person vs society 
Person vs nature 
Person vs technology 

What do these conflicts tell the reader? What obstacles does the author put in the way of 

the characters resolving their conflicts? 
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What is important in this book? (sentences, message, characters, etc) Do you 
see connections that are true for all people? 
 
WHY did the author write this? What would you say to the author (if you 
could) about how this was written? What did you love? What made you 
frustrated? 
 
Any other questions YOU have  
 
Thought starters: 

● I noticed... 
● I wonder... 
● I was reminded of... 
● I think... 
● I’m surprised that... 
● I’d like to know... 
● I realized... 
● If I were... 
● The central issue(s) is (are)... 
● I’m not sure... 
● If________, then... 

 
Track your thinking over the course of the book: 
 
I used to think_________, but now I think_____________. 
I still think____________, but I’d like to add___________. 
Others think___________, but I think_________________. 
I’m confused by_____________. 
 
“That” statements 
This passage makes me think that... 
This makes me feel that... 
The author is suggesting that... 
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