
TAKE YOUR 
RUBRICS TO THE 
NINJA LEVEL

Ian West - 6th Grade Science Teacher



“Anyone who has 
never made a 

mistake has never 
tried anything new.”

- Albert Einstein



THE PRESENT

   COMPETENCY
- Personal

   STANDARDS
- One Size

  TRADITIONAL
- Seat time



ASSESSMENTS
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MASTERY
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HOW DO WE KNOW 
WHEN OUR STUDENTS 

HAVE ACHIEVED 
MASTERY?



RUBRICS
TRADITIONAL

STANDARDS

COMPETENCY



RUBRICS:

- Leverage 
what already 
exists to get 
you started.

- SAU 53 is my 
starting point.



Insufficient 
Evidence

I have not made a 
claim about my 
investigation

Developing 
Competence

I cannot make a 
claim about my 
investigation

Basic Competence

I can make a claim 
about my 
investigation, but my 
claim is not 
evidence-based, or 
my reasoning is not 
based on relevant 
science concepts

Competent

I can make an 
evidence-based 
claim about my 
investigation that 
includes reasoning 
based on relevant 
science concepts

Competence with 
Distinction

Performance Indicator: Students can make an evidence-based claim about a science investigation

I can make an 
evidence-based 
claim about my 
investigation and my 
reasoning indicates 
that I have a 
complex 
understanding of 
relevant scientific 
concepts
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Insufficient 
Evidence

I have not yet 
explained how my 
model demonstrates 
potential energy and 
kinetic energy

Developing 
Competence

I can’t yet explain 
how my model 
demonstrates 
potential energy and 
kinetic energy

Basic Competence

I can explain how my 
model demonstrates 
potential energy and 
kinetic energy, but 
not the relationship 
between these 
concepts

Competent

I can explain how my 
model demonstrates 
the relationship 
between potential 
energy and kinetic 
energy

Competence with 
Distinction

Performance Indicator: Students can develop and use a model to explain how potential energy can 
transform into kinetic energy.

I can explain how my 
model demonstrates 
the relationships 
between potential 
energy and kinetic 
energy, and my work 
demonstrates a 
complex 
understanding of 
how and why energy 
is transferred
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Insufficient 
Evidence

I have not yet 
applied the 
engineering 
design process

Developing 
Competence

I can’t yet apply 
the engineering 
design process to 
develop a solution 
to a problem

Basic 
Competence

I can apply the 
engineering 
design process to 
develop a solution 
to a problem, but 
parts of my work 
are incomplete or 
inaccurate

Competent

I can correctly 
apply the 
engineering 
design process to 
develop a solution 
to a problem

Competence with 
Distinction

Competency: Students will use engineering design practices to solve problems

I can correctly 
apply the 
engineering 
design process to 
develop a solution 
to a problem, and 
my work shows 
clear application 
of my research in 
design decisionsCONSISTENCY

INDEPENDENCE

0 1 2 3 4



HOWs?

WHYs?

WHENs?

WHAT IFs?

DISCUSSION



THE FUTURE
IDENTIFY LOCATE ANALYZE REDESIGN EXPERIMENT

Skills
Knowledge

Dispositions

Assessment 
Competencies

Indicators

DOES THIS 
ASSESS WHAT I 
WANT/NEED IT 

TO ASSESS?

RUBRICS
RUBRICS
RUBRICS

“Take chances, 
make 

mistakes, and 
get messy” - 

The Friz



THANK YOU!
Special Thanks to my friends Theresa 
Schneiderheinze and Dan Morris, and to my 
Curriculum Coordinator Chris Motika.

ADDRESS

Three Rivers School - 243 
Academy Rd. Pembroke, NH 

03275

EMAIL iwest@sau53.org

PHONE (WORK) 603 485 9539

WEBSITE 6th Grade Science

https://sites.google.com/sau53.org/6thgradescience/home


CREDITS
This is where you give credit to the ones who are part of this project.
Did you like the resources on this template? Get them for free at our 
other websites.
◂ Presentation template by Slidesgo
◂ Icons by Flaticon
◂ Infographics by Freepik
◂ Author introduction slide photo created by Freepik
◂ Text & Image slide photo created by Freepik.com

http://slidesgo.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/
https://www.freepik.com/

